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Support Legislation to Provide a Safe Food Supply and Reform Outdated Immigration Laws

On Tuesday September 23, 2003 Subcommittee Chairman Christopher Cannon (R-UT) introduced H.R. 3142, the Agricultural Job Opportunity, Benefits and Security Act, or AgJobs Act.  The legislation is a critical component of homeland security and it reforms the outdated and unworkable agricultural workers program in the United States.

Because the legislation includes both legal ways for employers to hire foreign workers, when U.S. workers are not available, and provides a method to legitimize the status of those immigrants who have been supporting our industries and economy with their labor, Americans for Tax Reform (ATR) strongly supports the AgJobs Act.  
The AgJobs Act reforms the current agricultural guest worker program, allowing agricultural employers unable to find American workers to hire immigrant farm workers.  In Addition, the AgJobs Act allows 500,000 workers to legally earn the right to work in America. 

As current efforts show, boosting enforcement of federal immigration and employment documentation laws have failed, rendering the laws outdated and ineffective.  While workers are rarely deported, farms are routinely disrupted leading to a loss in productivity and workers.  A growing number of farms are closing shop because growers cannot secure a legal workforce.  Overbearing immigration laws are forcing Americans to trade their own, safe domestic food supply for imported goods.

It is time for Congress to reform the current agricultural guest worker program and provide an earned adjustment program for undocumented agricultural workers already in this country.  The legislation represents a notable agreement among all parties on an important issue for the future of the United States. 

The AgJobs Act is supported by a number of agriculture groups, including the National Council of Agricultural Employers, the Farm Bureau, and the American Nursery and Landscape Association, along with dozens of other agricultural groups.  Additionally, a number of business and labor groups support the legislation, including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the Essential Worker Immigration Coalition, a coalition of over 30 national businesses, trade associations, and other organizations.
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