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June 5, 2008

The Honorable Michael Chertoff
Secretary of Homeland Security

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Chertoff,
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As you know, for two years, the National Guard has supported the U.S, Border
Patrol on the southwest border via non-enforcement activities such as surveillance, fence
building, fence repair, and transportation. This deployment, called “Operation Jump
Start”, is set to expire with a gradual drawdown of forces culminating in a complete
withdrawal by July of 2008, [have serious concerns about the decision to remove the

National Guard from the border.

Since this issue first came to a vote in 1999, I have supported putting the Armed
Forces of the United States on the US — Mexico border. In addition, I believe good
fences make good neighbors. A strong fence makes it more difficult for drug smugglers
to enter the United States. The rising level of drug violence in Mexico is, I believe,
directly related to our getting setious about controlling our borders. But the fence must
be completed and the staffing increases of the Border Patrol in place, before we can

remove the Guard.

As Governor Schwarzenegger said in a January letter to the President, “fewer than
3,000 of 6,000 new Border Patrol agents have been added to the force. In addition. . the
goal of recruiting, training and positioning 3,000 additional federal agents along the
southwest border will take at least until the end of calendar year 2008.” While the final
decision rests with the President, I urge you to make the case to the President for the
continuing deployment. Since “Operation Jump Start” began, the National Guard has
assisted U.S. Border Patrol in the seizure of more than 250,000 pounds of narcotics, the
apprehension of 124,000 undocumented immigrants and the training of 2,900 new agents..
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The only reason I can see to remove the Guard from the border is if new agents
are in place and the physical barrier, or fence, has been comple.ted As we discussed in
the March 5™ Judiciary Committee hearing, there is serions misunderstanding in and out
of DHS about the amount of fencing completed.

The purpose of this letter to inquire as to how much of the fence has been .
completed and what time frame DHS sees for full completion. Have we completed
enough of the fence to remove the Guard? Iam also writing to see if, as we discussed in

~ the hearing, DHS has created a mechanism online for Americans to see your progress in
building the border fence they are paying for?

DHS has made tremendous progress on the border since the President introduced
Operation Jump Start in 2006. You deserve credit for those successes as do the brave
men and women of the Border Patrol and the National Guard. Clarifying information on
the progress of the fence, for both Congress and the American taxpayer, is vital to this
continued success. Tappreciate your attention to this matter and continue to stand ready
to assist you in your efforts to complete the border fence,

Chris Cannon
Member of Congress
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